
February 9, 2009

President Barack Obama
The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Ave NW
Washington, DC 20500

Re:  Legally binding treaty to reduce mercury exposure
 

Dear President Obama, 

We, the undersigned groups, strongly urge you to support an international 
agreement to control mercury pollution and reduce human exposure to mercury.  

Mercury is a dangerous neurotoxin that can make its way up the food chain into 
humans, and poses an increased exposure risk to developing fetuses and young 
children, causing permanent learning disabilities. Mercury is also a persistent, 
bioaccumulative, transboundary pollutant.  Emissions to and from the United 
States contaminate the earth’s air, soil, water and fish.   Because of this global 
contamination, mercury pollution requires a coordinated international response. 

Of high concern is mercury emissions from coal-fired power plants and other 
sources of unintentional emissions of mercury, and indeed these are important 
sources of mercury pollution in the United States and throughout the world.  
However, there are also intentional uses of mercury that can pollute the 
environment.  As you know, mercury is also a commodity metal (like iron or 
copper), traded on the global market, and is used for many industrial and 
commercial purposes including over 1,000 tons per year in small scale gold 
mining. 

As a result, the continued trade in mercury also contributes to global mercury 
pollution.  Because of its toxic nature and increasingly available alternatives to its 
use, we have a unique opportunity and responsibility to address this contaminate 
through international regulation or ban of its trade.  Since 2001, countries around 
the world have been discussing options to control mercury pollution and in 2003 
agreed that enough was known to warrant immediate action to reduce global 
mercury pollution.  Most countries now favor the negotiation of a legally binding 
international agreement as the most viable approach to deal with this problem.  
However, over the past six years, the Bush administration consistently opposed 
this position. 



In mid-February, the world will take up this question again at the 25th meeting of 
the United Nations Environment Program Governing Council.  At this meeting, 
the United States must change its current position on mercury and come 
prepared to support a legally binding agreement to reduce mercury exposure.  

The UNEP Governing Council meeting will provide your administration with its 
first opportunity on the world stage to demonstrate a real change in approach to 
international environmental issues, an approach that embraces cooperation and 
leadership, rather than obstruction and inaction.   Therefore, we urge you to 
seize this opportunity for leadership, and support an international agreement to 
control this dangerous pollutant.

We welcome any questions or comments on our letter.  Please feel free to 
forward them to:  mercurypolicy@aol.com or call:  802.223.9000.  Thank you.

Sincerely,

Michael Bender
Mercury Policy Project
Montpelier, VT

John Blair, president
Valley Watch, Inc.
Evansville, IN 

David Wallinga, MD
Institute for Agriculture and Trade Policy
Minneapolis, MN

Sherri Norris
California Indian Environmental Alliance 
Berkeley, CA

Joseph DiGangi, PhD
Environmental Health Fund
Chicago, IL

Pamela K. Miller
Alaska Community Action on Toxics 
Anchorage, AK 99508

Christiane Tourtet B.A., Founder/President
International MCS Awareness
Tallahassee, FL
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Jim Puckett, Executive Director
Basel Action Network
Seattle, WA

Alan Muller, Executive Director
Green Delaware
Port Penn, DE 

Barbara Warren, Executive Director 
Citizens' Environmental Coalition 
Albany, NY 

Stuart Greenberg
Environmental Health Watch
Cleveland, OH 

Alicia Culver, Executive Director
Green Purchasing Institute,
Oakland, CA 

Kathleen Burns, Ph.D., Director,  
Sciencecorps
Lexington, MA

Ellen Rendulich, Director
Citizens Against Ruining the Environment 
Lockport, 

Elizabeth Crowe, Director, 
Kentucky Environmental Foundation
Berea, KY

Tessa Hill, President
Kids for Saving Earth
North Branch, MN 

Kristen Welker-Hood, ScD MSN, Director
Environment & Health Programs
Physicians for Social Responsibility
Washington, DC. 

Bjorn Beeler, International Coordinator
International POPs Elimination Network
Berkeley, CA
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Kathleen A. Curtis, Policy Director
Clean New York, a Project of Women's Voices for the Earth
Albany, NY

Charlotte Wells
Galveston BAYKEEPER®
Seabrook, TX

Jamie Silberberger
Women’s Voices for the Earth
Missoula, MT 

Kathleen Burns, Ph.D.,Director 
Sciencecorps
Lexington, MA

Lin Kaatz Chary, PhD, MPH
Indiana Toxics Action
Gary, IN 

Ronald Saff M.D.
Allergy and Asthma  Diagnostic treatment center
Tallahassee, FL

Laura Weinberg, President
Great Neck Breast Cancer Coalition
Great Neck, NY
 
Laura Haight, Senior Environmental Associate
New York Public Interest Research Group 
Albany, NY  

Rick Hind
Greenpeace
Washington, DC 

John Chicoine, President
Concerned Citizens of Russell
Russell, MA

Jana Chicoine, Spokesperson
Pioneer Valley Preservation Coalition
Russell, MA

Andrea Carmen, Executive Director
International Indian Treaty Council 
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San Francisco, CA
 
Eli Saddler, Director
OceanHealth.Org
Oakland, CA 

Alex Jensen
International Society for Ecology and Culture
Berkeley, CA 

Diane Wilson, president
Calhoun County Resource Watch
Seadrift, Texas 

Faith Gemmill, Executive Director 
Resisting Environmental Destruction on Indigenous Lands
Advisory Board Member 
California Indian Environmental Alliance

Corrina Gould
Indian People Organizing for Change
Oakland, CA 

Mark A. Mitchell M.D., MPHm, President
Connecticut Coalition for Environmental Justice
Hartford, CT

Community Advocates for Safe Emissions 
Ravena, NY

Laura Abulafia, MHS
Director, Environmental Health Initiative
American Association on Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities

Max Muller, Program Director
Environment Illinois
Chicago, IL

Jim Travers 
Selkirk Coeymans Ravena Against Pollution 
Ravena, NY

Roger A. Cook, Executive Director 
Western New York Council on Occupational Safety & Health
Buffalo, NY  
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CR Wilson
Citizens For A Clean Environment, Inc.
Just Green Partner
Cobleskill, NY 

Kathleen A. Curtis, Policy Director
Clean New York, a project of Women's Voices for the Earth
Schenectady, NY 

Theresa K. Wrangham, President
SafeMinds
Huntington Beach, CA 

Lynn Thorp, National Campaigns Coordinator
Clean Water Action
Washington, DC 

Neil Tangri 
Global Alliance for Incinerator Alternatives 
Berkeley, CA

Matt Prindiville, Project Director
Toxics and Sustainable Production
Natural Resources Council of Maine
Augusta, ME 

Rebecca Clouse
The American Nurses Association
Silver Spring, MD 
 
Josh Karliner, International Coordinator
Health Care Without Harm -  U.S.
Berkeley, CA
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International

Marie Grosman, Co-president and scientific advisor 
Non au mercure dentaire
France

Chris Eilers, Consultant, 
Christchurch
New Zealand

Rickford Vieira, Regional Gold Mining Pollution Abatement Coordinator 
World Wildlife Federation, Guianas
Georgetown, Guyana

Jean-Pierre Havard, President 
SOLIDARITE GUYANE
(Humanitarian Association for the people from French Guiana poisoned by 
mercury from gold mining)
Malicorne sur Sarthe 
France

Monika Frielinghaus 
Association for the Support of Environmental Sick People
D-91077  Neunkirchen am Brand
Germany

Francesca Romana Orlando, Vice President of AMICA
Associazione Malattie da Intossicazione Cronica e/o Ambientale 
(Association for Environmental and Chronic Toxic Injury)
Rome, Italy

Zuleica Nycz
APROMAC - Environment Protection Association
Curitiba City - State of Paraná
Brazil

Wael Hmaidan, Executive Director
IndyAct - The League of Independent Activists
Beirut, Lebanon

Ram Charitra Sah, Executive Director
Center for Public Health and Environmental Development 
Nayabasti, Lalitpur
Kathmandu, Nepal
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Servando Pérez-Domínguez, President 
patients association MERCURIADOS 
Santiago de Compostela, Spain

Jindrich Petrlik
Arnika - Toxics and Waste Programme
Czech Republic

Kimbowa Richard, Programme Manager
Uganda Coalition for Sustainable Development - Rio and beyond
Kampala, Uganda

Richard Gutierrez
Ban Toxics!
Quezon City, Philippines

Ma. Teresa M. Oliva, Program Manager
Miriam P.E.A.C.E.
Quezon City, Philippines

Dr. Mahmood A. Khwaja
Sustainable Development Policy Institute 
Islamabad, Pakistan

Kamese N. Geoffrey 
National Association of Professional Environmentalists 
Kampala, Uganda 

Long Binbin, Mercury Project Coordinator
Global Village of Beijing 
Chaoyang District, Beijing, China

Jean Huss, President
AKUT asbl   (Environmental Health & Indoor Air Quality)
Luxembourg

Rei Panaligan
EcoWaste Coalition

Ravi Aggarwal 
Toxics Link
Delhi, India

Etiosa Uyigue 
Community Research and Development Centre 
Benin City, Nigeria
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Genon K. Jensen, Executive Director
Health & Environment Alliance 
Brussels; Belgium

Michael C. Wong
Director and Regional Vice President
ISDE Asia

Ojars Balcers, Dr. phys.
Friends of Earth
Latvia

Lars D. Hylander,
Uppsala University, Department of Earth Sciences,
Uppsala, Sweden

Ralph Ryder, Coordinator
Communities Against Toxics
Cheshire, England

Sonia S. Mendoza
Mother Earth Foundation
Quezon City, Philippines

Edurne GIL, Co-coordinator
VOICE of Irish Concern for the Environment
Dublin, Ireland

Javier M. Claparols, Director
Ecological Society of the Philippines
Makati City, Philippines

Davide Degli Esposti
Service de Biochimie et Biologie Moléculaire
Villejuif, France

Silvani Mng'anya, Senior Programme Officer
AGENDA
Dar es Salaam, Tanzania  

Isagani R. Serrano, Acting President
Philippine Rural Reconstruction Movement 
Quezon City, Philippines
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Sahabat Alam Malaysia 
Friends of the Earth 
Malaysia

S.M. Mohamed Idris, President
Consumers' Association of Penang 
Malaysia

Yuyun Ismawati
Indonesia Toxics-Free Network
BALIFOKUS, Indonesia

Risa Hontiveros-Baraquel, 
Akbayan Citizens' Action Party
House of Representatives
Quezon City, Philippines

Jo Immig
National Toxics Network Inc.
NSW Australia 

Tomica Ancevski. Doctor of medicine, Specialist of internal Medicine
President of the Association of Doctors for the Environment 
Kumanovo, Republic of Macedonia

Josh Karliner, International Coordinator
Health Care Without Harm
Europe, SE Asia and Latin America

Paul Saoke, Executive Director 
Physicians for Social Responsbility 
Kenya 

cc    Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton

        White House Council on Environmental Quality Director Nancy Sutley

        Environmental Protection Agency Administrator Lisa Jackson
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